
Recent Trends in Applied 
Linguistics Research in Thailand

Richard Watson Todd

King Mongkut’s University of Technology Thonburi



Bibliometric analysis

• Scopus search

• Authors with Thai affiliation

• Subject area: Applied linguistics

• Period: 2019-2023



Thai AL publications 2019-2023

• 559 articles in Scopus journals and book chapters



Most frequent journals for Thai AL research

Journal No. Journal No.

LEARN Journal 119 Indonesian Journal of Applied 
Linguistics

15

rEFLections 57 Manusya 14

Theory and Practice in 
Language Studies

29 Journal of Language Teaching 
and Research

14

PASAA 24 RELC Journal 12

3L: Language, Linguistics, 
Literature

17 GEMA Online Journal of 
Language Studies

10

Asian EFL Journal 15 Journal of Language and 
Linguistic Studies

10
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Topics of Thai AL research

• Language education (364)
• Metacognitive pedagogical 

sequence for less-proficient Thai 
EFL listeners

• Is anybody listening? The nature of 
second language listening in 
integrated listening-to-summarize 
tasks

• Exploring the benefits of 
collaborative prewriting in a Thai 
EFL context 

• Other (195)
• Teacher trainers' beliefs about 

feedback on teaching practice

• Exploring revisions in academic 
text

• Bilingual effects on cognitive 
shifting and prefrontal activations 
in young children 



Thai AL articles in top 50 journals

• 21 articles in top 50 journals
• Applied Linguistics (1)

• Journal of Second Language Writing (1)

• TESOL Quarterly (1)

• Language Testing (1)

• System (7)

• Language Teaching Research (6)

• International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism (1)

• Journal of English for Academic Purposes (1)

• ELT Journal (2)



Citations of Thai AL research

• Articles 2019-2021

• Average number of citations/article: 2.9

• Average number of citations/article for top 50 journals: 10.0

• Average number of citations/article for others: 2.5

• Roughly 30% of articles have no citations



Directions for the future

Upward trend in 
quantity of research 
articles

Interesting
Valuable topics

Few articles in top 
journals

Low citation
rates



Getting published in a top journal and getting 
cited

• Think like a researcher, not a teacher

• Research is an attempt to understand something better through the 
systematic and formal collection and analysis of empirical data 
(Shanahan, 2002)

• Uncited articles
• Effects of activity X on students’ Y in context Z
• Needs analysis



Classroom activity research framed as SLA

Comparing the effect of collaborative and individual prewriting on EFL 
learners’ writing development

• NOT does collaborative or individual work better?

• Comparing different impacts of 2 approaches
• Analytic ratings
• Linguistic ratings



A new aspect on a fashionable topic

Teacher professional development to implement Global Englishes
language teaching

• Trendiness of research into global Englishes/ELF

• Most work on attitudes; little work on how to change teachers



Focus on an under-researched idea with 
promise

The role of mindfulness in reducing English language anxiety among 
Thai college students

• Massive amount of research into anxiety

• Little research into mindfulness

• Linking anxiety and mindfulness provides directions for reducing 
anxiety



Conduct exemplary research

The antecedents of boredom in L2 classroom learning

• Nice title

• Comparing multiple theoretical perspectives
• Environmental theories
• Subjective theories
• Environmental-subjective matches

• Multiple instruments

• Detailed founded analysis

• Key findings (9 antecedents of boredom) are readily comprehensible 
and actionable



Webinars
Research awards
Graduate Forum

Applied Linguistics Day


